pter XXXIX
THE JAPANESE EMPIRE
JAPAN, before she started upon her career of world conquest at
the expense of her neighbours, consisted of more than 500 islands
which follow a semicircle reaching all the way from the peninsula
of Kamchatka in the north to the coast of die Chinese province
of Kwang-tung in the south, a distance of some 3000 miles, equiva-
lent to that between the North Cape of Europe and the centre of
the Sahara Desert in Africa,
Of these islands, which vary in size between the whole of Eng-
land, Scotland, and Wales, 518 are inhabited by some 60,000,000
people. The total number of Japanese, according to the latest
statistics, approaches 90,000,000, but that takes in 20,000,000
Koreans and several Polynesian islands which have been Japanese
territory since the Great War.
For all practical purposes, however, it is sufficient to remem-
ber the names of Honshu, the main island in the centre, Hok-
kaido, the next biggest island in the north, and Shikoku and Kyu-
shu, the two big islands immediately south of Honshu- The
capital is Tokyo, with over 2,000,000 inhabitants, situated in a
fertile plain in the centre of Honshu. The harbour of Tokyo is
Yokohama.
The largest city is Osaka, in the southern part of the same
island, the centre of the important Japanese textile industry.
North of Osaka lies Kyoto (Tokyo is merely Kyoto turned
round), the ancient capital of the Empire. Other dries, whose
names you will occasionally encounter in the newspapers, are
Kobe, die port of Osaka, and Nagasaki, on the southern island
of Kyushu, the most convenient port for all vessels coming from
Europe.
As for tic word * Ycdo * which you will often find in your
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